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Calendar of Events

May 1 Concerto Competition Winners’ Concert (p. 3)
Blue Springs High School Performing Arts Center 
7:30 p.m.

May 2 Achievement Auditions Honors Recital  (p. 4)
Schmitt Music
2:00 p.m.

May 4 KCMTA Meeting & Teacher Workshop (p. 2)
Multi-Piano Concert Music Presentation
9:15 a.m. at Schmitt Music

May 18 Board Meeting
9:15 a.m. at Toon Shop

Jun 10-12 KMTA-MMTA Joint Conference (p.  4)
Mid-America Nazarene University

President’s Corner
As the 2009 – 2010 calendar year is coming 
to a close, I think about all of our dedicated 
teachers who have volunteered their time 
and talents, and I am extremely grateful.  It 
is truly a love of music, students, and our 
organization that drives our teachers to vol-
unteer.  I so appreciate each of our officers, 
as well as all of the teachers who volunteer 

with a willing heart and giving spirit at our events.  Without all 
of you, there would be no KCMTA or all of our events.  Thank 
you, wholeheartedly!

Two of the last events of the year took place in April: Music 
Progressions and Achievement Auditions.   Thank you to Linda 
Kennedy and Hemdah Salonimer-Horner for their hard work 
on Achievement Auditions - you did an excellent job!  Thank 
you to Lisa Studtmann for her organization and hard work on 
Music Progressions!  You are all so professional, organized, 
and hard-working –  I can’t thank you enough.  

It is time to honor our outgoing, incoming, and continuing offi-
cers at the May 4th meeting.  There will be officer installation 
and appreciation, so I hope that you will all attend to partici-
pate in this happy occasion.  After the installation, we will have 
a brief presentation on Multi-Piano 2011.  I look forward to 
hearing about the exciting repertoire selections for next year!  
There is something for everyone at this meeting. Jane Solose, 
esteemed UMKC faculty member, will also give the  presenta-
tion “Du-et Together: The Benefits of Performing Piano Du-
ets."  Don’t worry – the meeting will still be over by 11:30 –
we have planned our time efficiently.  Following the meeting 
we will have our officers’ luncheon at Mimi’s Café – a very 
fun day, indeed!

Our May board meeting will be May 18th – all new officers will 
officially take their positions at that time.  Outgoing officers, 
please plan to provide materials to new officers very soon.  I 
know that many new officers are already hard at work on next 
year’s events – thank you so much!

There are two exciting events coming up this weekend:  the 
Young Artist Concert featuring the winners of the Concerto 
Competition on Saturday, May 1st, and the Achievement Audi-
tions Honors Recital on Sunday, May 2nd.   I hope to see you 
there!

    —Lisa McCluer
lmccluer@everestkc.net

The complete calendar of KCMTA
workshops and activities as well as newsletters
and enrollment forms can be found online at 

www.kansascitymusicteachers.org

Quote of the Month:

If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder, 
he needs the companionship of at least one adult who 
can share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excite-
ment and mystery of the world we live in. 

—Rachel Carson
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Our May Workshop

Du-et Together: The Benefits
of Performing Piano Duets

Dr. Jane Solose

Tuesday, May 4
Schmitt Music

9:15 a.m.

Through exploring and demonstrating examples of duet rep-
ertoire from various style periods, Jane Solose will explain 
the importance of integrating ensemble music
into a student's program of study.

Dr. Jane Solose is an Associate Professor and Chair of the 
Keyboard Division at the Conservatory of Music and Dance, 
UMKC. She leads an active career as a featured concerto 
soloist, recitalist, chamber musician, duo pianist, and master 
teacher that has taken her to Korea, Japan, Austria, Hungary, 
Russia, Canada, and around the U.S.

Duo Solose, a duo-piano collaboration with her sister Kath-
leen, has performed to enthusiastic ovations. In the fall of 
2008 they were invited to appear at the Rimsky-Korsakov 
State Conservatoire's eighth annual "International Conserva-
toire Week" Festival in St. Petersburg, Russia, where they 
performed in Glazunov Hall at the Conservatoire and at 
Sheremetev Palace.  In 2003 they toured Hungary, presenting 
concerts, master classes and lectures at various Universities 
and Conservatories throughout the country. The sisters have 
premiered works at new music festivals in the U.S. and Can-
ada, appeared at the International Music Conference, Austria 
996-1996: Music in a Changing Society in Ottawa, Canada, 
and performed Austro-Hungarian Piano Duets: a Celebra-
tion of Schubert and Brahmsat the 1997 College Music So-
ciety International Music Conference in Vienna, Austria. 
Their CD of duet and duo works by Schubert, Chopin, Liszt 
and Rachmaninov was recently released by Eroica Classical 
Recordings.   

—Sharon Eckart, Program Chair
     skeckart@kc.rr.com

        913-851-1678

Welcome, all new officers 
and committee chairs!

2010 - 2011 Officers
President:  Lisa McCluer
President-Elect:  Mickey Gehring
Recording Secretary: Lisa Studtmann
Corresponding Secretary:  Julia Scherer
Treasurer:  Janice White
VP Achievement Auditions:  Linda Kennedy
VP Concerto Competition:  Julie Watson
VP Concerto Recital:  Margie Cameron-Jarrett
VP Fall Festival:  Roxie Hammill
VP Master Lessons:  Phaedra Miller
VP Membership:  Jackie Gilpin
VP Multi-Piano:   Jennifer Fink
VP Music Progressions:  Sheila Dacus
VP Workshops:  Janet Fetterman
VP Yearbook:  Kellie Harvey
Registrar:   Beth Grace
Auditor:   Stephen Berg 
Parliamentarian:   Linda Featherston
Immediate Past President:  Joyce Berg

2010 – 2011 Committee Chairs
Development:  Mickey Gehring
Website:  Joyce Berg
Photo History:  Judy May
Holiday Program:  Elaine Barnard
Kansas Liaison:  Julie Watson
MTNA Media Library:  Jennifer Lacy
Newsletter:  Julia Scherer
Publicity:  Deana Haines
Service Project:  Kimberly Murphy
Social/Hospitality Chair:  
Telephone:  Deborah Bruns
Certification: Marles Dudley
Arts Advocacy:  Nancie Dalke

Outgoing Officers
VP Fall Festival:  Cynthia Duckworth
Fall Festival: Ellen Curtin (continuing on Fall Festival team)
VP Master Lessons:  Lori Clark
Assistant Treasurer:  Janet Fetterman (continuing as VP 
Workshops)
Registrar & Workshops:  Sharon Eckart
VP Concerto Recital:  Marles Dudley (continuing as Certifi-
cation Chair)
VP Music Progressions:  Lisa Studtmann (continuing as Re-
cording Secretary)
Recording Secretary:  Nancie Dalke (continuing as Arts Ad-
vocacy)
MTNA Media Library:  Blair Penney
Social/Hospitality: Jeanne Lanier
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Special Message from the President

We Need You!  

Please Read

You are essential to the success of events – in fact, it would 
not even be possible to have events without you!  Many 
thanks to our event chairs who work long hours organizing 
and running these events.  Let’s treat them well, and make 
their jobs as stress-free as possible.  Some things to keep in 
mind:

Volunteer - Please plan to volunteer at the event in 
which you have enrolled your students.  We cannot 
have events without volunteers!  If you cannot work 
your scheduled time for any reason, please find a 
KCMTA member to replace you.

E-mail Only - Please communicate with event chairs 
through e-mail. This allows them to take care of 
things when it works for their schedule and is more 
time-efficient than phonecalls.  In addition, requests 
in writing allow for greater accuracy.

Schedule Changes- Please avoid making scheduling 
changes.  You can imagine the hours it takes putting 
together schedules for Fall Festival, Achievement 
Auditions, Music Progressions, and other events.  
There are many things that have to coordinate to 
make it work.  When a change is needed, it is a very 
time-consuming, stressful process.  It is up to the 
discretion of the event coordinator whether or not a 
change can be made at all.

Deadlines- Please respect enrollment deadlines.  Plan 
on getting your enrollments in on time – late enroll-
ments will not be accepted.

Dues - Please pay your dues on time.  Please see the 
article from Jackie Gilpin regarding the membership 
renewal process.  It is a very lengthy procedure 
working with MTNA to determine if someone is in 
fact a member if they have paid late and not made it 
into our yearbook.  We do get files with this informa-
tion, but it usually takes a month or more to get the 
information from MTNA to KCMTA.  There is a $75 
non-member fee to participate in KCMTA events.

Forms – Please be sure you have filled out entry forms 
and student forms correctly and completely.  In-
correct/incomplete forms take time to correct.

Thank you to all of you who are so wonderful about helping –
we so appreciate you!  

—Lisa McCluer, President
   lmccluer@everestkc.net

IMPORTANT NOTE:  The above 
poster is attached to this newsletter as 
a separate file.  Please forward it at 
will and print out and post it in area 
schools, libraries, grocery stores, and 
anyplace else you can think of!
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KMTA-MMTA Joint Conference
June 10 - 12, 2010

Bell Performing Arts Center
Mid-America Nazarene University

The early registration deadline for the KMTA-MMTA Joint 
Conference is just around the corner.

Our featured artists/presenters are Randy and Nancy Faber. 
They will present 3 sessions, a master class, a solo recital, and 
a chamber music community concert.

A poster with information about Randall Faber’s solo recital 
and the community concert, Nancy Faber’s The Snow Queen, 
is being sent as a separate file along with the newsletter.  
Please forward it at will and print out and post it in area 
schools, libraries, grocery stores, and anyplace else you can 
think of!

Area presenters include:

Jack Winerock, Nick and Diane Petrella, Elizabeth Grace and 
Natalie Wickham, plus others from our surrounding states. 

Your $75 registration includes 3 meals, 3 concerts, and 2 mas-
ter classes as well. Register by May 15th, as prices increase 
$25 after that. A registration form is attached to this newslet-
ter. Complete conference information can be found at 
www.ksmta.org

We look forward to seeing you June 10 - 12 at the Bell Center 
on the campus of Mid-America Nazarene University!

    —Linda Featherston and Diane Petrella
        KMTA and MMTA Conference Chairs

Achievement Auditions
Report
The 2010 Achievement Auditions were held on Saturday, 
April 17th and Sunday, April 18th at Schmitt Music Center.  
There were 15 teachers represented and 78 students partici-
pated.  The students were very excited to perform, and seemed 
very pleased after their performances.  Congratulations to all 
of the participating students! Both days were very successful 
and I had so many wonderful teachers to help.  A special 
thanks goes to Sharon Eckart, Wayne Smith, and Lisa 
McCluer for all of their extra help and support.  I so appreci-
ate all of you! 

There were 3 judges on Saturday, and 2 judges on Sunday.  
Each judge chose several students to participate in the Honors 
Recital that will be held at Schmitt Music on Sunday, May 
2nd at 2:00 p.m. The following teachers will be represented 
by their students at the Honors Recital:  

Diane Abelson
Elaine Barnard
Elena Korchak
Iris Logeman
Lisa McCluer
Wayne Smith
Pat Thompson
Yangyi Xie

Congratulations to all of the  students chosen and their excel-
lent teachers.  I look forward to seeing many of you at 
Achievement Auditions next year.

           —Linda R. Kennedy, V.P. Achievement Auditions
           —Hemdah Salonimer-Horner, Co-chair

Anticipating Master Lessons 
with Dr. Eric Street

Although Master Lessons is still months away, you will want 
to start planning now! We have world-renowned pianist, Dr. 
Eric Street, coming from the University of Dayton. The les-
sons will be offered October 2-4, with a Master Workshop at 
our KCMTA meeting on October 5.

The registration for this event will be July 1 - September 11. 
Due to how our organization's fiscal year runs, when 
memberships are renewed, and in fairness to all, early 
registrations will not be accepted. If you are not teaching 
during the summer, and you have students who wish to par-
ticipate in this tremendous opportunity, you may want to get 
the information gathered so that you can just drop it in the 
mail the last week of June. There is great excitement brewing 
in anticipation of this performer and pedagogue coming to 
work with our students. We will strive to accommodate as 
many students as possible!

Registration information and more about Dr. Street will be 
made available next month.

Respectfully, 
Phaedra Miller

Changes & Additions

to Yearbook

Vania J. Todorova Piano 816-506-2176
1003 W 38th Street
Kansas City MO 64111
vj8t2@umkc.edu

Help Sustain KCMTA’s Programs

Individual and corporate tax-deductible contributions 
can now be made to KCMTA through our website:

     www.kansascitymusicteachers.org/donate.php
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The Friends of Chamber Mu-
sic Proudly Announces Its 
2010-2011 35 th Anniversary 
Series

Oct. 1, 2010: Vladimir Feltsman, piano  Thrilling season 
kickoff includes Liszt’s Sonata in B minor—part of the 2011 
Liszt anniversary year

Oct. 16: Ivan Moravec, piano  Bringing his farewell tour to 
Kansas City

Nov. 6: Kopelman String Quartet  Incomparable Russian 
string ensemble performs all-Russian repertoire

Nov. 19: Pinchas Zukerman, violin/viola and Yefim 
Bronfman, piano  Touring together for the first time, per-
forming Mozart, Beethoven, and Brahms

Jan. 21, 2011: Sequentia Mediaeval masters singing the 
music of Notre Dame Cathedral

Jan. 22: Parker String Quartet  The most recent winners of 
the Cleveland Quartet Award

Jan. 29: Radu Lupu, piano  Performance will include Schu-
bert’s Sonata in B flat, D. 960

Feb. 5: Chanticleer The world’s favorite male chorus brings 
sacred songs of the Renaissance

Feb. 18: Rafal Blechacz, piano  Winner of the most recent 
International Chopin Competition

Mar. 11: Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin  Baroque cham-
ber orchestra plays Telemann, Bach and Handel

Mar. 19: Garrick Ohlsson, piano  The first American to win 
the International Chopin Competition returns to KC

Mar. 26: Trio Mediaeval Scandinavian trio sings sacred 
music of Mediaeval England

Apr. 1: Acis and Galatea  The original 1718 version of Han-
del’s chamber opera, produced by the Boston Early Music 
Festival

Energetic educator Rob Kapilow brings “What Makes It 
Great?” back to Kansas City on Nov. 13/14 and Mar. 12/13.  
FREE and great for all ages and skill-levels, Kapilow tears 
apart a classical work and puts it back together again in an 
entertaining and enlightening way. 

Special Ticket Pricing  for 
KCMTA Members

In appreciation for the important musical work you do, The 
Friends offers spectacular Master Pianists Series prices to 
KCMTA piano teachers, students, and their families.  Only 
$60 for Orchestra or Lower Balcony/$50 for Upper Balcony 
buys you tickets at the beautiful Folly Theater to hear FIVE of 
the world’s most extraordinary pianists!  

Subscriptions are currently on sale.  For more information or 
to buy series tickets, call 816-561-9999 or visit www. cham-
bermusic.org

Single tickets go on sale June 1.

YouTube Corner

At this hectic and exhausting time of year, it might not be a 
bad idea to take a few minutes to watch this video about a 
blind and wheelchair-bound college musician to reconnect 
with the essence of  why we make music.

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=9xwCG0Ey2Mg

Jen’s Blog

For those of you who haven’t al-
ready discovered this:   

Jennifer Fink, our Multi-Piano VP,  
has the most amazing blog:  jenspi-
anostudio.wordpress.com  

I recently used her game “Interval 
Word Race Game” at my piano 

class, and it was a hit!  I am blown away by all of the creative 
games Jen has created which are available for you to 
download – please check it out!

    —Lisa McCluer, President
lmccluer@everestkc.net
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Time to Renew KCMTA 
Membership!

A reminder to all KCMTA members:  2010-2011 MTNA 
Membership renewal is due by June 30, 2010.

KCMTA members must renew our membership through 
MTNA.  We are receiving our renewal statements in the mail 
now.  Please complete the renewal statement as soon as possi-
ble, ideally before our summer schedule begins.

To renew our MTNA, state and KCMTA local memberships, 
use one of three methods:
Online: Go to www.mtna.org and choose 2010-2011 Dues 
Renewal.
FAX :  Complete credit card information and Fax the entire 
renewal statement to (513) 421-2503.
U.S.Mail:  Mail the bottom portion of the renewal form in the 
envelope provided.  If paying by check, make payable to 
MTNA.  We can also pay by credit card.

Remember to complete the form whichever method is used.  
We must have accurate data entered and pay all three levels of 
dues: national, state and local.  If members do not choose all 
three levels, we cannot enter our students in KCMTA events. 

Teacher membership renewal must be completed and verified 
by national by the deadline for student enrollment in any 
KCMTA event.  Chairpersons for each event will verify every 
teacher’s membership before processing their student enroll-
ment for that event.  Failure to pay the membership dues re-
quires the teacher to pay a non-member fee of $75.00 to 
KCMTA.

MTNA will send via email a “documentation of membership” 
to all members who renew online within a week or two of the 
renewal.  When members receive the proof of membership 
online or through the mail, save that document for teacher 
discounts at stores and to prove membership should any chair-
person question our current membership status.  If teachers 
renew their membership after June 30, MTNA will take sev-
eral weeks to process the renewal which might cause the 
teacher to be omitted from the yearbook and delay being listed 
on the website.  

If members have questions, they may contact MTNA, 888-
512-5278, www.mtna.org or contact KCMTA membership 
chair, Jackie Gilpin, treblegj@sbcglobal.net.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Members who are switching states or 
local associations should apply directly to Elaine Donaldson 
at MTNA if paying online.

Farewell Message from Zani 

Many thanks to all of the KCMTA teachers who have wished 
me well as I head to retirement in South Carolina. I appreci-
ate your nice compliments and expressions of friend-
ship. KCMTA has been an important part of my life for 25 
years and I will miss you all very much. If you are ever in the 
Hilton Head area, please stop by and visit.

—Zani Graff

Zani’s new address:

Zani Graff
739 Abbey Glen Way
Hardee Ville, SC 29927
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May
Birthdays
1 Cynthia Scully
5 Jeanene Bartel
8 Charlotte Garwood
10 Richard Lee
13 Brent Hugh
15 Janice White
17 Patricia Plake
17 Nathanael May
18 Karen McClellan
19 Julie Bosworth
26 Nancie Dalke
26 Kayo Hasegawa
27 Kathy Scherer
29 Melanie Vandenberg
30 Julie Watson

Who judges your work?
Seth Godin is a marketing guru who has published several 
best-selling books.  I’d like to share a recent entry from Seth’s 
Blog:

Here's the mistake we make in high school:

We let anyone, just anyone, judge our work (and by extension, 
judge us).

Sue, the airheaded but long-legged girl in Spanish class, gets 
the right to judge our appearance.

Bill, the bitter former-poet English teacher, gets the power to 
tell us if we're good at writing.

And on and on.

The cheerleaders are deputized as the Supreme Court of so-
cial popularity and the gym teacher forever has dibs on 
whether or not we're macho enough to make it in the world. 
These are patterns we sign up for and they last forever (or 
until we tell them to go away).

In high school, some people learn to ship; they learn to do 
work that matters and, most of all, they learn to ignore the 
critics they can never possibly please. The ability to choose 
who judges your work--the people who will make it better, use 
it, and reward you--is the key building block in becoming an 
artist in whatever you do.

You can subscribe to Seth’s Blog by following this link:

http://www.feedblitz.com/f/f.fbz?Sub=198516

    —Julia Scherer, Editor
trulyjulia@sbcglobal.net

RIP Virginia Krogsdale

Virginia R. Krogsdale, 87, formerly of Raytown, MO, passed 
away in St. Paul, MN Sunday, April 18, 2010. The family 
suggests contributions to North Heights Lutheran Church, 
2701 N. Rice Street, St. Paul, MN 55113 or to the American 
Heart Association. Virginia was born October 18, 1922, in 
Kansas City, MO, to Rev. Fred R. and Anna Naomi Johnson. 
She was married to Orville Fisher and had one child, Marilyn. 
They divorced. She met and married Chester E. Krogsdale 
when Marilyn was four years old. She had lived in the KC 
area until 2002, when she moved to MN to be near her family. 
She was an organist/pianist, music teacher. She graduated 
with a master's degree in music education from the University 
of Missouri at Kansas City. She played the organ at several 
churches over her lifetime. She was a leader in many organi-
zations: women's groups at church, Bible study leader, mem-
ber and leader of Mu Phi Epsilon, KC Music Teacher's Asso-
ciation, American Association of University Women, and a 
member of North Heights Lutheran Church. Virginia was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, Chester E. Krogsdale, in 1998. 
Survivors include one daughter, Marilyn Grundeman; son-in-
law, Don Grundeman; granddaughter, Jeanette Kristin; 
Jeanette's husband, Joe; great- granddaughter, Annalise, and 
great- grandson, Luca. She will be greatly missed by all who 
knew her. Fond memories and condolences for the family may 
be left at www.mtmoriah-freeman.com Mt Moriah & Freeman 
Funeral Home. 10507 Holmes Rd., Kansas City, MO 64131. 
(816) 942-2004 

Originally printed in Kansas City Star 4/21/10

The 5 Browns at Schmitt 
Music

The 5 Browns performed several of their 5-piano arrange-
ments, answered questions, and autographed their CDs and 
book at their meet-and-greet event at Schmitt Music on April 
10th at Schmitt Music.  The enthusiastic audience of about 
120 included many children.

—Julia Scherer, Editor
    trulyjulia@sbcglobal.net


