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Calendar of Events

Apr 1 Deadline: Ruth Morse Wilson Missouri State
Handbell Competition (p. 4)

Apr 1 Deadline: Outstanding Teacher Service Award 
Nominations (p. 4)

Apr 2 Timothy Werts, piano (p. 3)
Apr 4 Easter
Apr 6 KCMTA Meeting & Teacher Workshop

Steven Spooner: What Every Piano Teacher Should 
Know About Treatises
9:15 a.m. at Schmitt Music (p. 2)

Apr 8 Film Screening: Impromptu(p. 5)
Apr 9 Kevin Kenner, piano (p. 5)
Apr 9-10 The 5 Browns in concert  (p. 6)
Apr 10 The 5 Browns Meet & Greet at Schmitt Music (p. 6)
Apr 9-11  Music Progressions

Toon Shop (p. 2)
Apr 13 Board Meeting

9:15 a.m. at Toon Shop
Apr 17-18  Achievement Auditions

Schmitt Music (p. 3)
Apr 17 Calvin Permenter, piano, w/Liberty Symphony (p. 3)
Apr 24 Matthew Edwards, piano, w/St. Joseph Symphony (p. 3)

President’s Corner
I just returned from the MTNA Conference 
in Albuquerque.  I want to thank KCMTA 
for helping to pay the costs for me to attend 
this conference - it was most invaluable.  I 
learned so much and  I really enjoyed spend-
ing time with other KCMTA teachers, as 
well as teachers from other areas.  It is so 

important to network with others who do what you do, to gain 
ideas, and to have that camaraderie.  I feel like I have gotten to 
know so many of you better and I am so excited about that! 
  
There were so many workshops to choose from, on just about 
every topic you can imagine.  With so much information, it is 
difficult to choose what to focus on.  My plan is to read 
through my handouts and notes, taking notes of the items of 
most interest and value to me, and choose just a handful of 
specific things to implement. You can find information on the 
conference and numerous workshops on Natalie Wickham’s 
blog: musicmattersblog.com.  I encourage you to visit her web-
site as she has done a phenomenal job of summarizing various 
workshops for you!  While you are there, please take a look 
around—she has a wealth of information and resources.

In addition, the showcases were wonderful—getting to hear 
new music, with the composers playing their pieces and talking 
about them—what a precious experience!  I am also very 
thrilled to have gotten so much new, FREE music!  I am most 
appreciative of the publishers who so generously gave these 
away.  

It was fabulous to actually meet some of the composers and 
workshop presenters and get to talk to them in person—they 
were very accessible.  Janet Fetterman and I got many ideas for 
next year’s workshops.

Again, thank you to KCMTA for your contribution towards my 
MTNA Conference experience—I appreciate it so much.  I 
hope you will consider joining us next year in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin! 

Hopefully we have all had an opportunity to refresh and restore 
in preparation for all of our Spring events.  Spring is truly 
here—finally!  We begin April with a workshop with Steven 
Spooner, who will speak on the Classical Era, in preparation 
for next year’s Fall Festival.  On April 9, 10, and 11th we will 
have Music Progressions.                        (continued 1st column)

May 1 Concerto Competition Winners’ Recital 
May 2 Achievement Auditions Honors Recital (p. 3)
May 4 KCMTA Meeting & Teacher Workshop

Multi-Piano Concert Music Presentation
9:15 a.m. at Schmitt Music

May 18 Board Meeting
9:15 a.m. at Toon Shop

Jun 11-12KMTA-MMTA Joint Conference
Mid-America Nazarene University (p.  4)

(continued from 2nd column)
Finally, we will have Achievement Auditions on April 17th and 
18th.   If you have never participated in either of these events 
but are interested, please consider volunteering to help, even 
for a short time. This is the best way to learn about them.

With the budding of trees and flowers and the green grass 
comes fresh inspiration—happy Spring!

      —Lisa McCluer
         lmccluer@everestkc.net



22

Our April Workshop

What Every Piano Teacher
Should Know About Treatises

Dr. Steven Spooner
Tuesday, April 6
Schmitt Music

9:15 a.m.

Described as "dazzling" (Washington Post), critics have 
hailed the powerful performances of pianist Steven Spooner 
and noted that the "American had everything: polished tech-
nique, musical intelligence, innate sensitivity, and a person-
ality that reaches across the keyboard."

Steven is a prizewinner at each of the seven international 
piano competitions he has entered and top prize winner at 
both the Hilton Head International Piano Competition and 
the Artlivre Chopin/Liszt International Piano Competition in 
Sao Paulo. He was awarded First Prize and recipient of the 
Niekamp Career Grant as most outstanding pianist in French 
music at the Paris Conservatory. 

Steven has performed solo recitals at prestigious venues such 
as the Salle Cortot in Paris, Holland's Vredenburg Centre, 
Budapest's Great Hall of the Liszt Academy, and numerous 
halls across Europe, Latin America, South America, and the 
United States. Dr. Spooner's orchestral engagements include 
recent performances with the Chamber Orchestra Kremlin 
during their recent tour of North America. 

He made his Carnegie Hall recital debut in a tour sponsored 
by the Hungarian Embassy and this season maintains a busy 
schedule of performances in the US and abroad in New York 
City, Sao Paulo, St. Petersburg, Budapest, Canada, Italy, and 
China.

Dr. Spooner has seen the release of ten solo and chamber 
recordings on EMR Classics, Everythingmusic and IU re-
cording labels and has studied at Loyola University, Paris 
Conservatory, Moscow and Tbilisi Conservatories
in the former Soviet Union, and earned his doctorate at Indi-
ana University, Bloomington. 

KMTA Music Progressions

As the newsletter goes to press, the enrollment deadline has 
passed.  Teacher packets were distributed at the March meet-
ing. If you have not yet picked up your packet, you will find it 
at Schmitt Music.  

Teachers interested in finding out more about the program for 
next year might consider volunteering to work a shift at the 
event on April 9-11 at the Toon Shop in Prairie Village.  
There is no better way to meet other interested teachers, see 
the materials first hand, and observe the contagious student 
enthusiasm.  Please call or email Lisa Studtmann to sign up.

Replacement pages for the Curriculum Guide and Resources 
Handbook are completed and available online or through the 
mail.  Whole guides and handbooks may also be downloaded 
for free or purchased by mail.  Please see the KMTA Music 
Progressions page at the KMTA website for further informa-
tion:  www.ksmta.org.

—Lisa K. Studtmann, NCTM
    lkstudtmann@hotmail.com
    913-681-1938

He has served as guest artist-in-residence at Paris Conserva-
tory Summer Sessions and has been appointed to the Artist 
Faculty of the Amalfi Coast Music Festival in Italy and the 
International Institute for Young Musicians. Steven currently 
serves on the piano faculty at the University of Kansas and 
specializes in workshops and lectures on a variety of perform-
ance and pedagogical topics. A dedicated and caring teacher, 
Steven's students have already been named winners of several 
top prizes at national and international piano competitions. 

Steven in a Steinway Artist.   

This lecture includes a valuable resource list of recordings, 
editions, and graded repertoire suggestions.

    —Sharon Eckart, Program Chair
skeckart@kc.rr.com
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Our Members Perform

Timothy Werts, piano, and James Tucker, piano
7:00 p.m.
Schmitt Music Performance Center
119th & Metcalf, Overland Park, KS
913-663-4756
Free Admission

PROGRAM

Chopin
Prelude in A-flat Major, Op. 28, No. 17
Prelude in C-Sharp Minor Op. 45
Prelude in G Minor Op. 28, No. 22
Nocturne in C Minor Op 48, No. 11

Timothy Werts

Chopin
Etude in F Major, Op. 10, No. 8
Ballade in F Minor Op. 52

James Tucker

* * * Intermission * * *

Schumann
Papillons, Op. 2

Tim Werts

Stravinsky
Trois Mouvements de Petrouchka

James Tucker

Dr. Calvin Permenter, piano, performing Barber’s 
Piano Concerto with Liberty Symphony Orchestra.
7:30 p.m.
Liberty Performing Arts Theatre
Liberty, MO
Complete concert info:  www.LPAT.org 
Tickets: 816-439-4362

Dr. Matthew Edwards, piano, performing Rach-
maninoff’s Piano Concerto #2 with St. Joseph Sym-
phony Orchestra. 
7:30 p.m.
The Missouri Theater
St. Joseph, MO
Tickets:  http://saintjosephsymphony.org

Apr 2

Apr 17

Apr 24

Achievement Auditions 2010
Achievement Auditions enrollment deadline was March 16th.   
Auditions will be held on Saturday, April 17th and Sunday, 
April 18th at Schmitt Music Center.  

Our Honors Recital will be held on Sunday, May 2nd at 
Schmitt Music Center for students chosen to perform.  Please 
join us for this exciting program!  Your students will love 
preparing their pieces and performing on April 17th and 18th.  

We look forward to seeing many of you and your students at 
Schmitt Music for this fun program.  Thanks so much!

  —Linda R. Kennedy, Achievement Auditions Chair
     Hemdah Salonimer-Horner, Co-Chair

Here is a photo of the group from KCMTA who attended the 
national conference (left to right):

Janet Fetterman, Melody Stroth, Melanie Vandenberg, Sheila 
Dacus, Carol Mueller, Lisa McCluer, Marles Dudley, Beth 
Grace, Julie Watson, Linda Featherston, and Jennifer Lacy.

This picture was taken at the top of Sandia Peak. We rode the 
world’s longest tram up to the top and ate at the Restaurant 
there, “High Finance.”

   —Lisa McCluer          
    lmccluer@everestkc.net

Quote of the Month:

Only with winter-patience can we bring 
the deep-desired, long-awaited spring. 

—Anne Morrow Lindbergh

Hello f
rom 

Albu
querq

ue!
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KMTA-MMTA Joint Conference
June 10 - 12, 2010

Bell Performing Arts Center
Mid-America Nazarene University

Do you have a student that would like to play in a master class 
with Randall Faber?  If so, I’d like to hear from you.  If you 
have an intermediate or advanced student that you would like 
to be considered at the KMTA-MMTA Joint Conference on 
June 11th at 1:30, please contact Linda Featherston at feather-
ston@everestkc.net.  Three students will be selected.

Registration forms for the conference can be found at 
www.ksmta.org

            —Linda Featherston 
        KMTA Conference Chair

KCMTA Outstanding 
Teacher Service Award

Do you notice a colleague going above and beyond the call of 
duty in service of KCMTA?  Now is the time to submit nomi-
nations for the KCMTA Outstanding Teacher Service Award.  

Any active KCMTA member is eligible to receive the award.  

To nominate someone, send their name, your name, and why 
you consider the candidate worthy of the award to Linda 
Featherston at featherston@everestkc.net.  

Nominations will be accepted through April 1st and will be 
voted on at the April board meeting.  The award will be pre-
sented at the May general meeting.

—Linda Featherston, Chair

Local Church Seeks to Help 
KCMTA Promote the Arts

Several weeks ago, President Lisa McCluer received the 
email reprinted below. Please contact her at 
lmccluer@everestkc.net  or 913-831-3564 with your sugges-
tions.

Good Morning,

My name is Jeremy Schell. I am the Worship Director for the 
Kansas City Baptist Temple, and a piano teacher as well.

Our church is hosting a concert in April and I am looking for 
opportunities to get the word out to local music teachers and 
students. We are bringing the Yale Whiffenpoofs, an a 
capella men's chorus, for a concert on the evening of April 
18th. One of my goals this year is to show our support of the 
arts in Kansas City.

Are there any ways I could use to promote my event through 
your organization?

And is there any thing we can do to help promote the arts for 
you?

Thank you for your time!

—Jeremy Schell
    Worship Director
    Kansas City Baptist Temple
    jschell@kcbt.org
    Ph: 816-358-0988 ext. 2141
    Fax: 816-358-3439

Handbell Competition 

The Ruth Morse Wilson Mis-
souri State Handbell Competi-
tion for 2010 is accepting entries 
up to the postmark deadline of 
April 1, 2010.  

Handbell choirs not currently 
affiliated with Federated Music 
Clubs may register as an Associ-
ate Group for $20.00. Two 
pieces need to be recorded on a CD and sent along with the 
scores (which are returned) to Mary Davis, Chair.

Call Mary Davis at 816-436-1419 or e-mail bronaugh-
davis@yahoo.comfor application and/or information.

A choir that has won the previous year is not eligible to win 
the following year.There are not usually many entries to this 
competition, so please spread the word by passing this info on 
to church and school handbell directors!
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The Friends of Chamber Mu-
sic announces its 2010-2011 
Master Pianists Series

For its 35th anniversary season, the Friends presents a breath-
taking array of pianists, all presented at the Folly Theater.

Vladimir Feltsman
October 1

What better way to kick off our blockbuster 
season than with a legendary giant of the 
keyboard?  This acclaimed Russian pianist 
returns with a thrilling program which in-
cludes Liszt, part of the 2011 Liszt anniver-
sary year.

Ivan Moravec
October 16

First introduced to Kansas City by The 
Friends nearly 20 years ago, Moravec per-
forms as part of his farewell tour.

Radu Lupu
January 29

Renowned for the infinite depth of his play-
ing, Lupu returns to the series playing Schu-
bert, one of the composers for which he is 
most famous.

Rafal Blechacz
February 18

Blechacz, the most recent winner of the Inter-
national Chopin Competition in Warsaw, 
makes his Friends debut, continuing the year-
long celebration of the works of Chopin.

Garrick Ohlsson
March 19

Ohlsson returns to the Friends for another 
exhilarating musical experience.  The first 
American to win the International Chopin 
Competition, Ohlsson closes the series with 
more from this celebrated composer.

Series and single tickets go on sale soon! 

Eloquence, Intellect, and 
Imagination!

Kevin Kenner, piano
Friday, April 9, 8 p.m.
Folly Theater

Kevin Kenner, the 1990 winner 
of the International Chopin Pi-
ano Competition, makes his 
Friends debut in the finale of 
this season’s Master Pianists 
Series.  One of only two Ameri-
cans in the history of that com-
petition to receive top honors, 
Kenner has built a performing 
career that has garnered high 

praise internationally.  In addition to concertizing, Kenner 
teaches piano at the Royal Academy of Music in London. 

In an evening of Romanticism with Schumann’s thrilling Ara-
beske in C Major, Op. 18and Carnaval, Op. 9,paired with 
Chopin’s four Scherzos, Kenner will exhibit why the Chicago 
Tribune declared him “one of the finest American pianists to 
come along in years.”  

PROGRAM
Schumann Arabeske in C Major, Op. 18
Schumann Carnaval, Op. 9
Chopin Four Scherzos

Tickets on sale now!  Call 816-561-9999 or visit 
www.chambermusic.org

Forte Film Series

Impromptu
Thursday, April 8, 7:30 p.m.
Tivoli Cinemas

James Lapine’s film is an exciting, en-
tertaining account of the famous love 
affair between Frédéric Chopin and 
writer George Sand. Celebrities of the 
Romantic movement—Delacroix, Mus-
set, and Liszt among them—are put 
through their paces, along with George 
and Frédéric, in the salons, ballrooms 
and country houses of eighteen-thirties 
France.

Tickets are FREE!  Call 816-561-9999! 
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Meet & Greet The 5 Browns 
at Schmitt Music

Saturday, April 10
11:30 a.m.

The 5 Browns will perform briefly, then
answer questions and sign autographs.

Admission is free but reservations are requested.
RSVP to kcrsvp@schmittmusic.com or 913-663-4756

Send them out to schools from shore to shore, with piano 
teachers on hand to sign up students afterwards and the future 
of classical music will look a lot brighter.  The 5 Browns 
proved that classical music can reach teens and twenty-
somethings on their own ground, but without posturing or 
cheapening the product.

—The Dallas Morning News

Summer Composition Workshop

Dear Colleagues,

It is my pleasure to share UMKC’s Composition Workshop, a 
new summer opportunity for students between the ages of 14 
and 20. The program will take place June 20-25, 2010 in 
Kansas City. Zhou Long, Paul Rudy, James Mobberley, and 
Ingrid Stölzel will join me to kick off an exciting engagement 
with young composers. Please share this information with 
your students and colleagues.

The intensive weeklong event will jump-start with a 3 PM 
afternoon concert on June 20 in White Recital Hall featuring 
the Kansas City based ensemble, Quadrivium followed by 
orientation and group placement. Each day, students will lis-
ten to the music of our time as well as the great achievements 
of the past, interact with faculty composers and performers 
and participate in mentoring sessions and composing. Each 
evening there will be concerts featuring performances by cel-
list, Daniel Saenz, KcEMA (Kansas City Electronic Music 
Alliance), the Kinsella/Gitter/Borja Trio, and faculty from 
UMKC’s Cello Days, in addition to Quadrivium. In these con-
certs, pieces by all members of the UMKC composition fac-
ulty will be performed along with many other prominent and 
inventive composers.

No prior composition experience is required of students, but 
participants should be experienced musicians. Composers 
will be grouped based on ability and background level. Par-
ticipants are free to submit small chamber or solo works when 
they apply for consideration for performance in the final re-
cital on Friday evening, June 25. On-campus housing is avail-
able during the week and encouraged. Slots are available on a 
first come first serve basis with the final deadline of applica-
tion April 21. For more details about the program, UMKC and 
application, please visit:

c o n s e r v a t o r y . u m k c . e d u / c o m m u n i t y _ a c a d e m y /
compo_workshop.aspx

I invite your students to attend and do not hesitate to contact 
the UMKC Community Music and Dance Academy office 
with any additional questions.

                        —Mara Gibson, Ph.D.
      conservatory.umkc.edu/community_academy     

             (816)235-2741

YouTube Corner

http://www.the5browns.com/

A thrilling 3-1/2-minute montage of performances by the   
stunning siblings! (I know, I know—not YouTube, but better 
than anything I could  find  there.)

—JS

Hear The 5 Browns in concert April 9 - 10 at Yardley Hall 
on the campus of Johnson County Community College. 

Tickets are $35 and $25, available by calling the Perform-
ing Arts Series box office at 913-469-4445 or online at 

www.jccc.edu/TheSeries
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News from the Studio of 
Matthew Edwards

Four of Dr. Matthew Edwards' piano majors at Missouri 
Western State University recently won scholarship awards in 
the Kansas City Musical Club Scholarship Auditions.  Yoon 
Cho, Hanna Chung, and Jeeyung Kim each won $500 awards.  
Mira Lee won a $1,200 award, which was the highest award 
given by the club at this year's auditions.

    —Dr. T. Matthew Edwards
        816.271.4431
        tedwards7@missouriwestern.edu
        www.thomasmatthewedwards.com

University of Denver

Lamont School of Music 

Summer Pre-College Academy

June 19 – July 3, 2010

Description:  The Lamont School of Music Summer Pre-
College Academy is for young musicians, ages 14-18, who 
are interested in an intensive and stimulating summer music 
program.  Featuring the Lamont School of Music’s new state-
of-the-art facilities, the Academy provides students with a 
broad spectrum of music study, including private lessons, 
masterclasses  and performance classes with renowned fac-
ulty, as well as workshops in conducting, improvisation, the-
ory, computer composition and world music.  Chamber music, 
orchestra, wind ensemble, choir, and musical theater are also 
offered.  

For further information, please contact:

Constance Cook Glen, director
812-336-4779
cglen@indiana.edu

                   or

Mary Beth Shaffer
asst. director
719-266-1384
mbshaffer723@hotmail.com
http://du.edu/lamont/comm_precollege.html

Piano faculty:  Elizabeth Mueller Grace
                        Howard Karp
                        Constance Cook Glen
                        David Genova
                        Mary Beth Barteau Shaffer

Help Sustain KCMTA’s Programs

Individual and corporate tax-deductible contributions 
can now be made to KCMTA through our website:

     www.kansascitymusicteachers.org/donate.php

The complete calendar of KCMTA
workshops and activities as well as newsletters
and enrollment forms can be found online at 

www.kansascitymusicteachers.org

News from Donna LaBach

A Musical Gathering was held on February 28th at the home 
of Donna LaBach.  

The following KCMTA teachers participated:  Susan Akin, 
Donna LaBach, Amy Ludwig,  Millie Mehnert, Kimberly 
Michaelis, Betty Todd Smith, Melody Stroth, Patricia Thomp-
son, and KCMTA member emerita Betty Werner.  

Performers included:  granddaughters of Donna and Millie; 
former Kindermusik students of Amy Ludwig; classmates of 
Donna’s granddaughter; children of Donna’s former students, 
who now study with Betty Smith and Melody Stroth; former 
students of Betty Werner and Donna LaBach,  who now study 
with Patricia Thompson; three string students of Kimberly 
Michaelis (at Oak Park/Carpenter School); and a student of 
Susan Akin.  

Several duets were performed from both present and past 
Multi-Piano Concerts. 

  —Donna LaBach
      dlabach@aol.com
      913-897-5211 
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Music Marketplace

1994 Steinway Model M  (5’7”)
Serial #520182. Like-new condition. Hand-rubbed satin 
ebony finish. Recently appraised by Greg Hulme for 
$40,000. All offers will be considered. For more informa-
tion call Patricia Plake at 913-341-9605.

1923 Steinway Model O (5'10-1/2”)
Serial #218011. Rich, warm tone. Lovingly maintained. 
Reconditioned in 1980. All original parts with genuine 
Steinway replacement hammers and key tops.  Duet bench 
& pad. Evaluated and appraised by Greg Hulme, January 
2010 - appraisal available upon request.  Mid-$20K asking 
price. View by appointment.  For more information call 
Zani Graff at 913- 894-6049

Changes & Additions

to Yearbook

Jolene Zimmerman
tjlafoy@att.net
(new email address)

April
Birthdays
1 Kay Carr
8 Marles Smith Dudley
8 Emily Freeman
9 Heather Mueller
11 Janet Howard
12 Calvin Permenter
12 Heidi Wiens
17 Kimberly Michaelis
18 Sandy Toews
20 Shirley Dohrmann
23 Mary Louise Knutson
29 Betty Todd Smith
30 Yelena Cohen
30 Svetlana Levin

In Honor of April Fool’s Day

The following  email was sent to me by one of our col-
leagues, who shall remain anonymous:

I NEVER send out mass e-mail jokes. But this one really 
happened, and I have a pretty short list of those who would 
appreciate it. And I'll make it really brief.

A high school student of mine is working on the Pathetique 
sonata and tonight in his lesson, he played the opening chord 
somewhat tentatively and quietly. Of course, I stopped him 
and pointed out that the dynamic marking was fp. I asked 
him what it meant, to which he replied, and I quote: "Well, f
means loud, and p means soft, so I guess you can just pick 
whichever one you want."

Brilliant....  ; )

For  Sal e


